
The fact that there are so many different ecolabels, 
comes from a genuine environmental interest.  
Different businesses and organizations want to  
contribute to a better environment. And so, they 
create their own ecolabel systems. The problem is 
that most ecolabels only have their own “area of 
interest” in the production chain rather than the 
whole chain. Fortunately, that is exactly where the 
Nordic Swan Ecolabel’s primary strength lies.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel aims to reduce the  
overall environmental impact. With this ecolabel 
you are assured that a service or a product is  
assessed based on its entire life cycle – from raw 
material to waste. Because of this the Nordic Swan 
Ecolabel reaches an important goal, the overall  
perspective. And that is exactly what the  
environment needs. And probably what you  
are looking for.

By choosing a Nordic Swan Ecolabelled printed 
matter, you have chosen one of the most  
environmentally friendly products on the  
market. And by choosing a Nordic Swan  
Ecolabelled printing company, you have  
chosen a company that minimizes its  
environmental impact.

So, broaden your horizons and choose the  
Nordic Swan Ecolabel. It will simplify matters  
for you. And make a real difference for the  
environment.

 

There are several different ecolabels ╴
on the other hand, one is quite enough
There are at least eight different ecolabels in the graphic industry, and it is not 
always easy to know the difference between them.
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If you want to be sure to reduce overall  
environmental impact, ecolabelling by the  
Nordic Swan Ecolabel is the best way. To 
Nordic Swan Ecolabel your printed matter, 
you will have to meet strict requirements, 
from forestry throughout the production 
chain to printing and waste management. 
Let’s have a look and start in the woods!

The wood raw material must not come from 
forests with high biological or social protection 
values. In addition to this, at least 30 percent 
must come from certified sustainable forestry 
(i.e. FSC) unless the raw material is more than 
75 percent recycled paper. Pulp and paper  
factories require low energy consumption,  
purification of emissions and chemicals, and 
waste treatment.

This is as far as paper is concerned. Now we 
come to the printers.

The most important issue here is to replace  
hazardous chemicals with less harmful  
chemicals and to revise the printer’s energy 
use, but also minimize emissions to air and  
water, as well as the waste.

Our criteria are continuously tightened.  
Together with our licencees, we are urging  
the development, instead of being satisfied  
with yesterday’s results. And you yourself can 
easily be a part of it. All you need is to make  
an active choice: the Nordic Swan Ecolabel,  
and nothing else.
 

One ecolabel ‒ if you really want  
to save on the environment



Nordic Swan Ecolabel in printed matter 
A printed matter to be Nordic Swan Ecolabelled 
must be printed on paper that is Nordic Swan 
Ecolabelled or alternatively inspected, and it must 
be produced by a Nordic Swan Ecolabelled printing 
company.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel must always be  
completed with the subtitle Printed matter and the 
unique eight-digit licence number belonging to the 
printing company responsible for the production.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel and the supplementary 
text must be displayed in a size that is
readable in the printed matter.
 

Nordic Swan Ecolabel, printed matter, 1234 5678

Version two of recomended Nordic Swan Ecolabel  
logoversion for use in printed matter :

Nordic Swan Ecolabelled printers contribute to our goals for a sustainable society by 
having a holistic perspective on their environmental work. A Nordic Swan  
Ecolabelled printing company has met Nordic Ecolabelling’s requirements and is a com-
pany that minimizes its environmental impact. One of the qualifications for printed mat-
ters to be able to carry the Nordic Swan Ecolabel is that the printing company is Nordic 
Swan Ecolabelled.

Five requirements for a printed matter to be Nordic Swan Ecolabelled: 

   
 The paper is Nordic Swan Ecolabelled or controlled printing paper
 
 PVC is not included 
 

 Perfume, for example in the form of fragrance varnish, is not included.
 
 All printing companies involved in the production are Nordic Swan  
 Ecolabelled, and the subcontractors who finish the production  
 chemically, for example with glue, are approved by Nordic Ecolabelling. 
  
 You can trace a Nordic Swan Ecolabelled printed matter back during the   
 whole printing process so that it is easily distinguished from printed matter  
 not wearing the Nordic Swan Ecolabel.
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Nordic Swan Ecolabelled

Recommended Nordic Swan Ecolabel  
logoversion for use in printed matter :

Printed matter
1234 5678
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The Nordic Swan Ecolabel
The Nordic countries’ official ecolabel. The Nordic Swan  
Ecolabel engages in an overall perspective of the environ-
mental issue and aims at reducing environmental impact. 
When producing a Nordic Swan Ecolabelled printed matter, 
the entire chain, from forestry, pulp and paper production  
to the ready-made product, is affected. A Nordic Swan  
Ecolabelled printing company has as low environmental 
impact as possible. The Nordic Swan Ecolabel requires that 
the paper raw material originates to at least 30 percent from 
certified sustainable forestry, such as FSC.

EU Ecolabel
The EU Ecolabel is the European Union’s ecolabel and an 
equivalent to the Nordic Swan Ecolabel. The difference between 
the Nordic Swan Ecolabel and the EU Ecolabel is that the EU 
Ecolabel criteria only apply to specific printed matter, unlike the 
Nordic Swan Ecolabel, which is subject to the entire printing 
industry.

Paper Profile
Paper Profile is an environmental declaration for paper. 
It provides information about the environmental im-
pact caused by the current product, but no indication of 
whether it is high or low.

FSC
Forest Stewardship Council is an international initiative 
to promote sustainable forestry based on ecological, 
social and economic aspects. Anyone who complies 
with FSC Forestry Rules can certify and use the mark. 
Companies that process FSC products are also certified 
according to FSC’s chain of custody standards as they 
can prove that the wood is from FSC forests. In addition, 
they must comply with FSC rules for social considera-
tions, such as labour law and human rights.  
 
FSC allows for the recycling of recovered wood raw 
material. On the mark it is stated either FSC Recycled or 
FSC Mix.Environmental requirements apply to forestry, 
while the social requirements apply to all those involved 
in the production of FSC products. The mark can be for 
example on building materials, wood furniture, griddle, 
paper, packaging and printed matter.

What do the different labels stand for?

ISO 14  001
ISO 14 001 is a collection of standards that a company 
can follow to create an environmental management 
system. These standards include evaluation, organiza-
tion and reporting of internal environmental work. ISO 
14 001 does not impose any environmental require-
ments on the company or its products. 

The requirements on the environmental management 
system is decided by the company on its own/itself.

Good Environmental Choice
Good Environmental Choice is the Swedish  
Society for Nature Conservation’s own  
ecolabel. This label aims at making it easier  
to find products and services that are less  
harmful to the environment. Good Environmental Choice 
is the only label in Sweden conducted by an environ-
mental organization. Good Environmental Choice has 
products and services in 9 different business areas.

EPD
An EPD® (Environmental Product Declaration) is an inde-
pendently verified and registered document that communi-
cates transparently and compares product life cycle impact 
information.

PEFC 
PEFC (Program for the Endorsement of Forest  
Certification) is a system for certification of  
environmentally friendly and resource-conserving.



Overview 
A comparison between ecolabels, environmental declarations and environmental management 

Brand           Type         Raw materials     Chemicals     Climate impact      Emissions            Waste

1                X               X               X                X               X

1                X               X               X                X               X

1                X               X               X                X               X

           X

           X
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Västgötagatan 2 · tel +46 8‒55 55 24 00 ·    
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Nordic Ecolabelling decides on criteria that  
companies can meet in order to obtain a Nordic 
Swan Ecolabel licence. If they meet the criteria, 
they become a limited licence holder marketing 
their product with the Nordic Swan Ecolabel.  
The requirements are being tightened as the  
development for a better environment evolves, 
and the companies can then apply again.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel is the Nordic official 
ecolabel, and Ecolabelling Sweden works on 
behalf of the government without profit and 
business interests. The purpose of the Nordic 
Swan Ecolabel is to guide consumers. In  
Sweden, Ecolabelling Sweden is responsible for 
the Nordic Swan Ecolabel and the EU Ecolabel.

The Nordic Swan Ecolabel:  
the Nordic countries official ecolabel


